
 
 

 
 

 
 
World Photography Organisation and ZEISS announce 
inaugural winner of ZEISS Photography Award 
 

 German photographer Tamina Florentine-Zuch named the winner 

 Over 22,000 entries from 116 countries 

 Winning and shortlisted images from 2016 ZEISS Photography Award available at 
www.worldphoto.org/press  

 

April 6, 2016: The winner of the first-ever ZEISS Photography Award has been 
chosen. The prize goes to Tamina Florentine-Zuch from Hannover with her 
photo series documenting a train journey through India.  The jury was 
thrilled with the many high-quality submissions for the contest.   
 
“Meaningful Places” was the theme of the first-ever ZEISS Photography Award 
“Seeing Beyond,” which invited professional photographers and ambitious 
amateurs to showcase for the first time their talent to a renowned jury and to 
the broader public. The contest attracted 3,139 photographers from 116 
countries – from Albania to Zimbabwe. A total of 22,000 images were 
submitted. “The results are superb – we were really excited by the breadth and 
quality of the applications,” praised Scott Gray, CEO of the World Photography 
Organisation, which organizes the ZEISS Photography Award.   
 
In Tamina-Florentine Zuch, 25, the ZEISS Photography Award has found a 
worthy winner. Zuch, a student of photojournalism and documentary 
photography in Hannover, traveled through India by train last year for a period 
of six weeks. Her pictures show children sleeping in hammocks in stuffy train 
carriages, men risking their lives as they ‘surf’ railway cars, and exotic 
landscapes as they pass by. Her “Indian Train Journey” brings this journey to 
life. Some of the images, which are very intimate, demonstrate Zuch’s 
photographic mastery at such a young age, her patience, and her sensitivity 
and tact in dealing with subjects from a completely different culture.  
 
“Tamina Zuch has an incredible eye for composition, light and a feel for the 
right moment. She combines these characteristics again and again in her 
pictures,” said Steve Bloom, one of the three jurors, enthusiastically. “‘Indian 

http://www.worldphoto.org/press


Train Journey’ is a very personal and poetic journey that is told by a fresh, 
young voice,” added Hans-Peter Junker, juror and editor-in-chief of the 
reportage magazine View.  
 
As the winner, Zuch will receive ZEISS lenses of her choice for a total value of 
EUR 15,000, as well as an offer to cooperate further with ZEISS. Seven other 
photographers – Melanie Hübner (Germany), Francisco Salgueiro (Portugal), 
Patricia Ackerman (Argentina), Helen Mountaniol (Ukraine), Jorge Lopez 
Munoz (Spain), Erez Beatus (Australia), Lasse Lecklin (Finland) – made it to the 
shortlist, which gives them the opportunity to present their work at the Sony 
World Photography Awards Exhibition at Somerset House in London from April 
22 to May 8, 2016. 
 
In 2017 the ZEISS Photography Award will enter a new round, with a different 
theme. “We want to create a platform for photographers to show their art and 
their idea of creation to an interested public, and to pay tribute to that,” said 
Dr. Winfried Scherle, Executive Vice President Consumer Optics Business 
Group of Carl Zeiss AG.  And Scott Gray praises: “The ZEISS Photography Award 
provides photographers with an exciting opportunity to expand their creative 
boundaries. We look forward to working with ZEISS on more contests in the 
coming years.”  
 
To view the winning images and more information please go to: 
https://www.worldphoto.org/zeiss-camera-lenses/2016-zeiss-photography-
award  
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World Photography Organisation  
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About World Photography Organisation 
The World Photography Organisation is a global platform for photography initiatives.  Working across more 
than 180 countries, our aim is to raise the level of conversation around photography by celebrating the best 
imagery and photographers on the planet. We pride ourselves on building lasting relationships with both 
individual photographers and our industry-leading partners around the world.  The World Photography 
Organisation hosts a year-round portfolio of events including: the Sony World Photography Awards (the 
world's largest photography competition, celebrating its 10th anniversary in 2017), various local meetups/talks 
throughout the year, and PHOTOFAIRS, International Art Fairs Dedicated to Photography, with destinations in 
Shanghai and San Francisco.  For more details see www.worldphoto.org  
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About ZEISS 
ZEISS is an internationally leading technology enterprise operating in the optics and optoelectronics industries. 
The ZEISS Group develops and distributes semiconductor manufacturing equipment, measuring technology, 
microscopes, medical technology, eyeglass lenses, camera and cine lenses, binoculars and planetarium 
technology. With its solutions, the company constantly advances the world of optics and helps shape 
technological progress. ZEISS is divided up into the four segments Semiconductor Manufacturing Technology, 
Research & Quality Technology, Medical Technology, and Vision Care/Consumer Optics. ZEISS is represented in 
over 40 countries and operates more than 30 production sites, over 50 sales and service locations and about 
25 research and development facilities.  
 
In fiscal year 2014/15 the company generated revenue approximating €4.5 billion with around 25,000 
employees. Founded in 1846 in Jena, the company is headquartered in Oberkochen, Germany. Carl Zeiss AG is 
the strategic management holding company that manages the ZEISS Group. The company is wholly owned by 
the Carl Zeiss Stiftung (Carl Zeiss Foundation). 
 
Further information at www.zeiss.com 
 
Consumer Optics 
The Consumer Optics business group combines the company's business with camera and movie lenses, 
binoculars, spotting scopes, hunting optics and planetarium technology. It is represented at the Oberkochen, 
Wetzlar and Jena sites. The business group is allocated to the Vision Care/Consumer Optics segment. In fiscal 
year 2014/15 the segment generated revenue of €1.007 billion with around 9,100 employees. 
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